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rRT^TTt.m aad Krarn>: Rravr and Tru<^
.Mrii ISi>(h.

Or.ly a few of Ihe furvivinj: per-
of the lute firn. John

i:ri.t;'>n I now of a »>trikir.i; episode]

in hi.i c..fter, unique, perhaps, in
the War for Southern Indepcnilcnce
.•.eel in muny respect* «a rcmarkublc
a« the ri-|<*Iirolcd letter of I/ord
Churlfs Montagu to Major Ccncral
Moultrie, renothcr Foulb CnroliniT
rehel, when he vraa a prironcr of
war In the handa of the Oritish.

l!rferci>re ia niaile to a letter from
Maj. Ccn. Philip Kearny, U. S. A.,'
to the then Col. John Bratton, C,
S. A., who had ..r^bcen desperately
xvountlfd at the battle of Seven
riiic?, and wai a prisoner at Fort-j|
resa Monroe.

I At the earnest request of a fel
low rolleyian and war comrade o'f
Ceneral Uratton, the Rev. Theodore
I), '(now liirhop) Bratton .consented
to ihe Jiuhliralion of General Keariiy's
letter to his father. j
*()ii .May hU 18C2, Colonel Bratton;^

on foot, led bis regiment,-the Siitb
South Carolina, in the battle bf
Seven Pines, or "Fair Oaks,'* at it
is railed ot the Korlh, though after
ward the men ' arattered and each'
ninn fought for himself, as at the'
battle at Kl Caney in the Spanish-
American *-ar, .*]

Cofonel Brntton'a leadership and
gallantry attracted the attention of
his own vonimandcrs, as shown in the
iircompanying letter of Gen. R. H.
Aiulcrson, n-;d rhallengcd the admira
tioii of his foes, as proved by the
magnaniiiious letter of the gallant
Ceiivrul Kearny. '

The .<>ornnd brigade had four,
times nllackcd the Federals and
driven them two miiea from their

first line of battle. In the fourth'
rharge, nt nbout sundown, Colpnel
Bratton was seriously wounded in
the right nrm, the ball entering'his
body. In company with other
wounded men. Colonel Bratton at
tempted to get back • to the Con
fcdernte lines. Iiut was captured by
men of Col. J. H. Ifohart WnrdV
Tblrty-i-ighth New York regim.cnt,
a few of the wounded making their

esrape.

Colonel Bratton's wounds were ot

fir.s't thought to bo fatal and he was.
asked if he had any message to send
to his pcopje-at home. His reply
was: "Tell them the Sixth South

Carolinu fought as well as. any men
o'er did." But the wounds did not

prove so dangerous, and were care
fully dressed by Dr. B; Gesner, as-i
.«i>lant surgeon 61 Ward's regiment
in whi»-e hands Colonel Bratlon put
his wnirh for safe keeping.

The wtMiiidrd prisoner was rorried
to I'lTtre.* Monroe," and there eoni

t;* • d :h a numlicr of wounded Con*
.it>-s in one of tti dark and

«i-"ip I.•set ea»e.'nintes.

t.eix-r.al Krnrny's i.ctter.
.\ fe-w <l£>s alter his confinement,

t'oloncl Bratton received by special'

TSlTt^vT I'^r -H. wii i' :eii;r froia
Gen-rsi Kea r.y: |
Dear fir: j

Tic ff itun--.* of thi« urn.itur. I
havt node > >• .*• pri-oMer. i.:xi si
ll out :a the handi of oiic "-f ni/
rcgi'iient < tFourts .\!n;nc. Colonel
Walker I tho*. yoif fell, I ta'we _lhe
liberty, n co.:rlc#y nod good feeling,
of putting n y-n-lf or fricmls of the
Korih at your dispocal.

-• I forward "e»y a spi-ciai mc5''enger
your s» ord, belt and watch, to
gcther with a letter from tfe sur,
geoii. Doctor GcNner. who attended
you. and who is an° arquaintanre ol
your fatiiily it th? South.

If, sir, you will permit nie lh«
Jfovor, I also place at your call
credit with my bankers, Riirps
Co., Washington, of f20n, which may
serve you until your own arrange
ments are made.
• Very respectfully,

• Your oUedient servant,
• • p. KEARNY,

Major Gent rnl Commanding Third
♦Division, Third Corps. • /

Colonel Bratlon, Sixth South Carty
• lina Regiment. t

The envelope is addressed:
"•ToCoionel Bratton, Prisoner of War
• .".^:*th South Caredina Regiment

^To the care of- and for inspection
of General Wadsworth, or Comniis
sary General of Prisoners, Washing
toh."
;• Furgcon .Geancr's Letter.
1 The inclosed letter from Doctor
Gesner reads as follows:
Camp near Fair Oaks, V*., June R,
; J86Z. * . ^ ,
Colonel .Bratlon, Sixth.South Carolipg

Volunteers:-
Sir; On the. evening of May 31 the

regiment under your'command, being
one of those opposed to the hrigade
under commaiid of Col. J. H.
art Ward, Thirty-eighth New York
Volunteers (to whose command I have
the honor to belong), yo\i were, un-
fortunately for j ou, severely wounded'
and-came under my charge. On that
occasion you placed in my charge for
safekeeping you:' watch, and now, be
ing in a place.of safely. I have the
honor, through Gen. P. Kcp.rny. com
manding this division, to return the
.same. With the hope that your
w-ounds, though severe, m.iy not prove
fatal, I remain, '••ith sincere sym
pathy, moai respectfully ®®?
dicnt servant. ' , . G. GESNER.
AssisUint .'burgeon. Thirty-eighth N.

Y. V.

Dactor Gesner in his letter to •
ColonrI Brn'tton claims that he had
been raptured by a New York regi
ment (Ward's) and GpncrnI Kearny,
it will be "noted,' s.iys that it was
the Fourth Maine, hut this discrep
ancy is o( little consequence, for
General Kvarny commanded the di
vision w-hich included both regiments.

This letter from Ccneraf Kearny,
one of the most eminent cavalry
leaders of the Federal arm}*,, to a
Confederate colonel whom he did not?
know per8onali.v, is at once a beau-
tifol tribute to Co.lonel Bratton's gal-'
lantry and an evidence that General
Kcarr.y, like Sir Philip Sidney, was
'*the impersonation of high thought,
acatcd in a heqrt of courtesy,"

But General Kearny's kind of-
'ficcs did rot end with the return of
the sword, belt and watch to tho
'woun.icd Confederate. Colonel Brat
ton \.os irn-.oicd to the iipjer tier
of c:!scm«-nts of I'ortrcss Monroe^
rher- he wan coiofortahl.v lodged
and received courteous r.ttcntiona
from the .--jr-con and other offi-

ials, nod I »• "caro'-d that the roro-,
.-t-t*-r c' lh« pri t>:i h.".«". i»r"i\cil
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earshot, of tlie t'cr.fc.icr.ite {iii.els.
One of Gca.-r.-.l Piatton', ph-a .i:ilr>t
recollect ion < of grisen life w;..* thai
the soldier's wife who had ch.-itgo
of his iiiess took tjie fi:ili tV.nt ho
would hrin.. ja and crnlitcd him with
their value. When tlie happy d.ay of
his exrhan;:e- arrived, and h-.* was
about to Icas-e the fort, the gooii
woman handed him a sum nt money
as the surplus of his -fish account,
and was most urgent that he re
ceive it.

How happy would General Bratton
have been had the fortunes of war

permitted him to reriproratc tho
courtesies of his "friend, the enemy**;
how earnestly w-ould he have worked
for Kearny's ekchaiige or release on
parole; ho-.v warmly, after the dread'
ful war was over, would he have wch
co.-ned him to hospitiiblc ''Fanning
ton," his country home in Fairficli^
county!

But such was not to he. Cviu-rnl

Kearny, the soldier of France, in Al*
giers and Italy, a hero of Conlrcrat
and Chsrnhusco, and major general jn(
the United States army in tlie Con
federate war, was to fail three months
later, the same year, w-hile rccon
noitcring V.t Ox Hill, near Chantilly,
Va. .

As a fitting conclusion to this in
teresting episode in Gencrol Bratton's
brilliant career, and as evidence that
this estimate of his cour.agc and nhil
ity is not colored by personal friend-^
ship, the following letter of .Major

,Gcncral (afterward Liciilcnunl Gen-,
erul) Richard H. Ander.sun is here
presented:
Camp,, near Frcdericksburg, Va., Jan

uary 2-1, 1KC:I.
General: 1 hcg to rcctunmcnd Col,

John Bratton, coinmnnding the SixlK
regiment. Fnutli C:irollna troops, fot
promotion to the rank of brigadici
general. His superior cap.-icity und
constancy in the-discharge of his ori
dinary duties as a colonel - would
strongly recommend him for ndvnnce.^
nicnl. hut he merits it more partic;
ularly for his gallant conduct in bat
tie.

At Seven Pines he w-ns aiie of the
lenders in the intrepid and irrcsi.'-ti
hie charg" of the Second divisinnj
Longstrect's division, which cnciiiiil-
tercd and bent a greatly siipcHor
force of the enemy in four successive,
Vnmbats, driving them tw-o miles
from their fresh line of battle.

Throughout the whole nction he
w-as conspicuous, for skill and cour«,
age, coolness and good management.'

At the close of the fourth and last
encounter he received a very .-cvcro
wound through the arm and .-houldcr,'
His conduct excited my admiration,
and I am happy to perform this rather
tardy act of justice. I am. very rc-J
spcctfully. your most obedient sdr
vant. R. H. ANDKIISO.N,

M.ijor General Provl.sioniil Army.
To Gen. S. Coopci|, Adjutant and

Inspector General, Richmond. ^ a.
On May -C, J8fi4, C'il«n«-I Rr.-itton

was apiiointed 'a brigadier gcn.-r.-.l of
the Confidcralc r.nny, and Jun^ 0
following the appuintii.cnt was
c'onfirmcd and he was <»rderrd to,
report to Gen. K. E. Lee. Ilia hrig<
ade was ronsposcd of the KirhO

jmip.:cnil. ^Elh Carolina Iun5ocrj
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rT^GcMcnii Bratlon'j' "C'ommci»i: "1
William \Voodv.ard D.x..n in ^pmti

Pairficld rcminl-ccncis for TncNews
and Herald. Wir.nsbcro. sijjs linl he
•can find no rc.ord that Gen. John
•Brallon. Confc.*erat«; Stales
!was ever a member of any church.
i**l do remember that•he was
•much interested in ms s^s ordina-
Ition into the ninistij'., ^at
Inow bishc* of the Mississippi dio-.
Icc-se. Going to hear Theodore
•for the first lur.e he came out of thoj
church and remarked at the
CoL Henry da.-nncd ht-f
tic rescal "
think so.

first lime he came. t»ut of thoj
and remarked at the
nry Gaillard: The damned ht-4Sf^did pretty well! DonU yot/
o. Herwy?" *j: ii.- . ^ J .

'jr'"firs( t•> Go Ovei-scas."
W. H FlenniKt n. Vt innsixiro. m

and" Henild. Winn.':l>oro. - " '
Ite you know that the ' nirfn

to go overseas from Sf»uth Carolina
in the World war wa,s from Fairfield
county? He was Raiidulnh Bratton,"
son of Bisliop Bratlun. an eminent di-,
vine, and a grand'-on of Gen. John
Bratton. a large planter. ^Tien men
were called to join the Confederate
army General Bratton was among the
first to enlist as a private in the;
ranks, with a nniskcl on his shoulder.
When the war ended he was a bri^.-
dicr general, rising to that rank by
sheer merit. Randolph Bratton re
ceived four citations for bravery m
.the World war. He never refers to
'them and Ihc.v are kept in a vault
m the bank. His record Ls cnvi.nble
and I fear very fev.* are aware of it.
Bhould wc not puhlLsh these mcri-J
torious deeds lest they may be lor-^
yqtten? . j ... ..cI

I.v' •• * '

William R. Shellon. Jr.
IIJI Wcstwood A*e.

Columbus, OH 43212
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