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sttion and Kearn): Nrave and Tru
Men Both, ‘ .

Onrly a few of the surviving per-
sennt frionds of the lute Gen. John
seatien bnow of a siriking cpirode]
in his carcer, unique, perhaps, in
the VWar for Southera Independence
ard in many respects as remarkable
av the relehrated lctter of lord
Churles “fantagu to Major General
Meultrie, anather South Caroling
}r('locl, when he was a prisoner of
war in the hands of the DBritish.,

Maj. Cen. Philip Kearny, U. S. A
to the then Col. John Bratton, C.
S. A, who had chen desperately.
wounded &t the battle of Seven
Tincs, and was a prisoner at Forts
reea Monroe, . '.3
At the carnest request of a fel-
low collegian and war comrade ol
Geaeral Uratton, the Rev. Theodore
I). ‘(tnow Rirhop) Bratton consented
o the pulblivation of General Kearny's|
lett¢ér to his father. . R
‘On Muy 31, 1862, Colonel Bratton,
on foot, led his regiment,- the Sixth
South Carolina, in the battle df
Seven Dines, or “Fair Oaks,” as it]
ks ealled at the North, though atter—r
hwnrd the men " seattered and each
hunn  fought for himself, as at thef
battle at Kl Cuncy in the Spanish-|
[American war, o
Colonel Bratton's leadership and]
rallantry attracted the attention of
his own commanders, as shown in the'|
anccompanying letter of Gen. R. H.}
Andersan, nsd chalienged the admiras
tion of his focs, as proved by the
magnanimous Jetter of the gallnnt'
Ceneral Kearny. R 1
The Socond brizade had four.
times atlacked the Federals and
driven them two miles from their
first line of battle. In the fourth
charge, at about sundown, Colgnel
Reatton was scriously wounded in
the rizht arm, the ball c_ntering.hi;
bady. In company with other
wounded mcn, Colonel Bratton at-
tempted to get bhack “to the Const
federate lines, but wax captured by
mea of Col. J. H. Hohart Ward's)
Thirty-vighth New York regiment,}
a few of the wounded making theiry
cscape. .
Colonel Rratton’s wounds were a
first thought to be fatal and he was
asked if he had any message to send
to his people -at home. His reply
was: *“Tell them the Sixth South
Cn’rolinu fought as well as any men
cvee did” But the wounds did ‘no
prove mo dangerous, and were cares
fully dressed by Dr. B. Gesner, as
siztant rurgeon 6f Ward's regiment
in whose hands Colonel Bration put
his watch for safe keeping.
The wounded priconer wasx carrie
ta burirose Monroe, and there con
fieed » th a number of wounded Con
feletates in oue of its dark an
damigp lewer eascomntes,
General hearay’s Letter.

A few dore altee his confinement
Colonel liratton received by special

eference is made to a letter fromy,

,\r'bcro' he wa: comfortably lodged

Tt ihe faliwing letter fron
Gen: rai hea niy:

Dear fur:

Tle fcituncs of thic urnatur. | wa
have nide 1 & pri-oner, wnd s
f2 wos ia the hands of one of m
regiments {(l'wurty  Ma:ne, Colone
Walker) tha'. you- fedl. | take the
liberty, 'n coirtesy and good [eeling
of putting nyself or fricnds of the
Norih at your dispacal,

15 1 forward by a special messenge

your svord, belt and  watch, to
rether with a letter from tte sur
geon, Daoctor Gesncr, whe .attende
you, and who is an’ acquaintance o
your family 1t the South,
" Jf, sir, you will permit me th
ifavor, 1 also pluce at your call-a
"eredit with my bankers, Ricgs
Co., Washington, of §200, which ma
serve you until your own arrange
ments nre made. .
* Very respectfully,
. 7' Your obedient scrvant,
o - * P, KEARNY,
Major Genecral Commanding Thir
Division, Third Corps. .. ;
Colonel Bratton, Sixth South Carq
i lina Regiment. ,° .
" .The cnvelope is addressed: .
“Ta Coionel Bratton, Prisoner of War,
‘" «Sixth South Carclina Regiment
. #To the care of and for inspcction
.of General Wadsworth, or Commis
sary General of Prisoners, Washinge
ton.” S 3
3 Surgeon .Geaner’s Letter.
! .The incloscd letter- from Poctor]
Gesner reads as follows:

Camp mnear _l:‘.air.Oakc, Va.,, June 9,

*o

: 1862, . .
Colonel Bratton, Sixth_South Carolipp!
Volunteerss ¢ -, 't 4
Sir: On the evening of May 31 }hc‘
regiment under vour command, pemg
one of those opposcd to the brigade
under command of Col. J. If, H'ob-
art Ward, Thirty-cighth New York]
Voluntcers (to whore command 1 hav
the honor to belong), you were, uné
Sortunately for you, severely wounded{
.and came under my charge. On thet
oceasien you placed in my charge for
safckerping your watch, and now, be-
inz in n place.of gafety. I have the
honor, through Gen. P, Keprny, com-
‘munding this division, to return the'
.same. With the hoepe that your
wounds, though severe, may not prove
‘fatal, I remain, with sincere syme
‘pathy, most respect{uliy your obe-
‘dient rervant. ., G. GESXER,
Assistant Surgeon, Thirty-eighth N.
" Doctor Gesaer ‘in his letter to
Coloncl Braiton c¢laims that he had
been capturcd hy a New York regia)
ment (Ward's) and General Kearnyd
‘it will he ‘noted,'says that it was
the .Fourth Maine, but this discrepy
ancy is af little consequence, {or,
General Kearny commanded the di-
vision which included both regiments.
. This letict from General Kearny,
one of the most eminent cavalry
leaders of the Federal army, to af
Confeiderate colonel whom he did not;‘
‘know personally, is at once a beau-;
tifal tribute to Colonel Bratton's gal-j
Jantry and an evidence that Gencrald
Kearny, like Sir Thilip Sidncy, was
#the impersonation of high thought.j
‘scated in a heart of courtesy,” 3

Pi But General Kearny's kind  of-

fices did rot end with the return of|
Lthe sword.” helt and watch to the
Faounded Confederate. Colonel Brats
‘ton v.as 1:moved tn the upjer tier,
Lof c:sements of Jortress ilonroed

and  reccived  caurteous zttentions
from the surzcan and other offi

[N
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and was 8l ewad taotn

Fo cut Gatonge, ke
Le in #ipghs, and
carshot, of the Cornleiceate piciets,
One of Geavcral Bratton’s plea antest
recollections of peison life wos that
the roldice’'s wife who Lkad charga
of hix me:s taok the fish that he
would brin_. jn end crcdited Rim with!
their value. When the happy day of
his exchan:e. arrived, and he was
‘nbout to leave the fort, the good
 woman handed him a sum of maoncy|
as the surplus of his -fish account,
and was riost urgent that he re-
Leeive it. * 4

How happy would General Bratton
have been had the fostunes of war
permitted him to reciprocate the
courtesies of his “fricnd, the enemy™;
how earncstly would he have worke
for Kecarny's exchange or release o
parole; how warmly, after the dread
l_ful wer was over, would he have wels
comed him to hospitable “Farming
ton,” his country home in Fairficl
county!

But such was not to be. Cencera
Kearny, the soldicr of France, in Al-
giers and Italy, a hero of Contrera
and Cherubusco, and major gencral of}
the United States army in the Cond
federate war, was to fall three months
later, the same yenr, while recons
noitering k.t Ox Hill, ncar Chantilly,
Va. . .

] .As a fitting conclusion to this ind
tercsting episode in Genernl Bratton's
brilliant carcer, and as evidence that
[this estimnte of his courage and abil.
ity is not colored by personal friendd
<hip, the following letter of Mujor
‘_Gcnrr.'ul (afterward Licutenant Gene
eral) Rickurd Il. Anderson is here
presented: o
Camp,. near Fredericksburg, Va., Jan-
uary 24, 186Gt

_ General: 1 beg to recommend Colg
John Uratton, commanding the Sixt
regiment. Seuth Carolina troops, fo
[promotion to the rank of brijadie
gencral. Ilis superior capacity und
constancy in the-dircharie of his or
bdinary duties as a  colonel - woul
strongzly recommend him for advance;
ment, but he merits it more partie
ularly for his gallant conduct in bat.
tle. °

At Scven Yines he was ane of th
Jeaders in the intrepid and irresisti
ble charg~ of the Sceond division,)
Longstree!’s division, which cncouid
tered and beat a greatly superior
force of the encmy in four succesrivel
combats, driving them twe  miles
from their fresh line of battle,
Throughout the whale action he
was conspicuous for skill and cour-
age, coolness and good manazement
At the close of the fourth and Jas¢
encounter he reccived a very scvere
wound through the arm and shoulder]
His conduct cxcited my admiration,
and I am kappy to perform this rather
tardy act of justice. [ am, very ree
spectfully, your most obedient sér-
vant, R, H. ANDERLSON,
Major General Provisional Army,
To Gen. S. Cooper, Ad)nl:mt' and{
Inspector General, Richmond, Va,
On May .G, JRGE, Colonel Rratton)
was appointed 'a brigadicr gencrnl of
the Confederate srmy, nnd Jun-;i [}
following the wuppointment  wag
confirmed and hc wax oardered ¢
report to Gen, IR, B, Lee. [lis brig
ade was ¢ampored of the Firs

ropineny,, Svuth _Carolina Veluatecr

cizle, nnd Y+ "carn~d that thke com-
1 #u€er o7 the prien had ur"i\ﬂd
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T General Bratfon's Cumnicnll ™)

William Woodward Dixon, in some]3
Fairficld reminizcenc:s for Thc News
and Herald, Winnsbcro, says that he
fcan find no re.ord that Gen. John
‘Bratton. Confedcrate  Staus  army,
fwps ever a meinber of any church
iU do remcmber that-he was very
! huch interested in kis son's ordina-
ltion into the ministry, That son is
now bishc- of the Mississippi  dio-
cese. Going to hear Theodore preach
Mor the first time he came wut of the
!church and remarked at the door o
Col. Henry Gaillard: “The d:umn.(‘d lit+
tle rescal did prelty well! Don’t yo
think so, Henry?" e

B Tt

. .
Lo
Illce & e

.

r‘;};‘: 'I;'lfire-( t+ Go Overscas,” R
. H. Flenniken, Winnsboro, )
and Herald, Winnsboro. - '_}‘ - ’}?‘ ’.vﬁ
Do you know that the “A:xisman
to go ovciscas from South Carolina
in the World war was from Fairfield
county? He was Randalph Bratton,
son of Bishop Bratlon, an emincnt di-,

Bratton. a large planter. When men
were called to join the Confederate
army General Bratton was among the
first to enlist as a private in _the
ranks, with a musket on his shoulder.
When the war ended he was a briga-
dier general, rising to ‘that rank by
sheer merit. Randolph Bratton re-
ccived four citations for bravery in
‘the World war. He ncver refers to
‘them and they are kept in a vault
in the bank. His rccord is cnviable
and I fear very few are aware of it.

Should we not publish these meri-g.

torious decds lest they may be Ior-.-

xq.tl_e.g!_.‘ - c e .‘:,;.‘“-"-‘.

.

vine, and a grandton of Gen. John .
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